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Event: Interview of FBI Special Agent Daniel Gonzales 

Type of event: Interview 

Dates: November 18, 2003 

Special Access Issues: Access Limited to Dieter Snell, Raj De (source disclosure) 


Prepared by: Raj De 


Team Number: 1A 9/11 Law 
Enforcement 
Location: FBI, San Diego Field Office 'Privacy 


Participants — Non-Commission: FBI Supervisory Special Agent O ] 
Participants — Commission: Dieter Snell, Raj De 


SA Danny Gonzales joined the FBI in 1989 (EOD 11/89) and was assigned to the . 
San Diego Field Office in February 1990. He was a criminal agent until 9/11 and gained 
experience in investigations of extortion, fugitives, kidnapping, public corruption, drugs, 
money laundering, and public corruption. On 9/11, Gonzales was assigned to a terrorism 
squad under SSA A. Cortez. By the beginning of 2002, his investigations began to focus 
on specific individuals who are associated with the apartment a and 
the Texaco gas station in La Mesa, such as Modhar Abdullah, Omar Bakarbashat, Osama 


Awadallah, Iyad Khreiwesh, and Osama Mustafa. 


Before turning to these subjects, Gonzales was asked whether he knew anything 
about the allegation that attorney Randall Hamud had bought plane tickets for Abdullah, 
Bakerbashat, and Awadallah prior to 9/11 for a cross-country trip from New York to San 
Francisco in October 2001, as was stated in a recent FBI;document. Gonzales believed 
that there must simply have been a mistake as to the stated date of purchase (the date was 
probably early October 2001 rather than early September 2001), because Hamud did not 
know any of these individuals prior to representing them post-9/11 and the purported 
dates otherwise make sense because those individuals would have testified as material 


witnesses in New York around that time. 


Just after the attacks on 9/11, San Diego received the lead from the Dulles police 
that a car left by the hijackers was re gistered to an address in Lemon Grove. Investigating 


| ee Ore who consented to the interview, identified the hijackers 
Nawat al-Hazmi and Khalid al-Midhar. He stated that he had only moved to that address . 
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= also stated that he was not as good friends with ‘Hazmi and Midhar as Abudullah. At this - 
point, Gonzales began to focus the Anvestigation.« on vine Texaco station an on Abdullah. 


With respect to the gas station, Gonzales, stated that it had been a goci gathering 
place for several Muslim males prior to 9/ il. When, asked about witness reporting that a 
secretive meeting had taken place at the Texaco station'o on September 10, 2001, Gonzales... 


SEa 


With respect to the alleged me on TOEN 10, 2001[ —oetieved that 
something important happened that motning at the Texaco: station. He identified several 
individuals as being present at the Texaco station early that. morning, including Abdullah, 
Bakarbashat, Awadallah, Khreiwesh, and two other unidentified males (one young, and 
one old). Although these individuals often hung out at the gas station, they were never 
there this early in the morning. They sometimes prayed together in the afternoon, and 
they generally spoké in Arabic. On the morning of September'}0, they'were all present 

overheard them 

say something like “It’s finally going to p appen They were alisomewhat celebratory, 
giving each other high fives. a : KA 


Gonzales stated that there are no b other witnesses to caine i} ccount and 
that he had interviewed at least 15 gas station customers who were there that day. When 
he asked Abdullah about this alleged incident later, Abdullah said he did not know about 
it but did not; explicitly deny or admit being there. Gonzales did not think that Abdullah 
would say anything without complete immunity. : He also did not think that Awadallah or 
Bakerbashat would provide any information either — he described Awadallah as someone 
who acts nice but would never cooperate fully with the FBI, and Bakerbashat essentially 
Gonzales 
did confirm, however, that]___} was very specific in his accounting of the events of the 
morning of September 10, 2001, and that he believed he was a good witness (even though 
the AUSAs did not like him as an uncorroborated witness in view of his background with 

Gonzales thought tha{____Jrecalled the two unidentified individuals from that 


mecung with such specificity that he might ee oa them even today if shown photos. 
He suggested that we speak with] who ‘a 


Turning to Abdullah, Gonzales described him as “slick” and charismatic “liar” - 
who is liked by everybody in the community. Abdullah admitted to assisting Hazmi and 
Midhar obtain ‘state identification and contact flights schools, and to translating for them 
on occasion. Gonzales noted that everything in his investigation led back to a two week 
stretch, from August 25, 2001 to September 11, 2001, when Abdullah was acting very 
= Strange. According to several witnesses, Abdullah was nervous, paranoid, and anxious - 
- =" during this period and did not go to work or to school. Abdullah attributed his behavior 
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during this time to * Gonzales did not find this explanation to 
be believable and then proceeded to describe several circumstances, in addition to this 
strange behavior and the alleged September 10 meeting, that would suggest Abdullah 
may have had advance knowledge of the 9/11 attacks. 


In August 2001, Abdullah was living with Sharif el-Arbi. Abdullah was still -on 
the lease for th partment, but he said that the apartment was too 
busy for him to study so he had decided to move out. Sharif el-Arbi was the father of 
Khalil el-Arbi, who subsequently identified Hazmi and Mihdar as friends with whom he 
played soccer. Gonzales stated that when Khalil identified the two hijackers, his father 
interrupted the interview and said his son did not know anything (apparently the mother 
was also present and agreed). Notably, according to Gonzales, neither parent indicated 
that their older son, Sharif, had also met the hijackers. According to Gonzales, Sharif 
was studying abroad in Jordan during August 2001 and had arranged for Abdullah to 
move into his father’s apartment while he was away. f 


Gonzales stated that Abdullah e E using the phone at the Arbi’s apartment on 
August 24, 2001 — in fact, from that date forward, there was no phone activity on.that line 
(Gonzales said that the majority of calls on the Arbi line prior to that time were made by 
Abdullah). Gonzales found this suspicious in view of Abdullah’s alleged behavior at this 
time, as well as the fact that the hijackers must have picked the date for the attack around 
this time since Hazmi bought his plane ticket on August 27. ` 


Gonzales also found it suspicious that Abdullah apparently wanted to marry a 
young woman he had met months earlier on the night of September 10, 2001 


Abdullah met the woman in June, and 
when he was apparently adamant about wanting to marry her. Although Gonzales could: 
not confirm whether they actually were married on the night of September 10, he stated 
that as of the morning of September 11 he apparently called her his wife. 


In view of these suspicious circumstances (Abdullah’s odd behavior as of August 
25, the sharp drop in regular phone activity as of that time, his sudden interest in getting 
married as of that time, his alleged marriage on the eve of September 10, and the alleged 
gathering at the Texaco station on the morning of September 10 — combined with the fact 
that the hijackers must have made their decision about the date of the attacks roughly at 
the same time all of this started), Gonzales asked Abdullah during his proffer about the 
phone call he received from Hazmi on August 25. 


ing 9 
refresh his memory about the call he was asking about, and his lawyer then advised him 
not to respond. Interestingly, it was as a result of this question that Abdullah later asked 
Gonzales whether he had taped the call. 
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[At this point, SA Gonzales had to leave the interview to conduct other business. 
He returned several hours later, at which point the interview resumed. ] 


Gonzales turned to disciisstng Bakerbashat. Gonzales was not familiar with the 
source reporting that suggested Bakatbashat may have been involved in setting up a bank 
account for the hijackers. He was vaguely-familiar with some allegation that Bakarbashat 
may have had something to do with cashing 4 check for Osama Basnan’s wife, but SA A. 
Shutlz would know more about that. Gonzales stated.that Bakarbashat was born in Saudi 
Arabia but raised in Yemén. Although he once lived a ___} he was kicked out 
of that apartment by the’ others (apparently he acted strangely because he believed he was 


Eee Like the others who'lived in that apartment, Bakarbashat thought 
of Aulaqi almost asa “god.” ; : os 


Gonzales did not know much about potential Los Angeles contacts of a 
crowd. Gonzales said that sr COS who handled the Los Angeles end of the 
Abdullah interview, would be the person to speak to about this topic. Gonzales did know 
that Abdullah drove Hazmi and Midhar to Los Angeles in June 2000. Moreover, he also 
knew that Abdullah had identified Fahad al-Thumairy as the imam from the King Fahad © 
mosque. Finally, Gonzales knew that Khreiwesh had taken Abdullah to his wedding in 
Los Angeles, which was performed by Thumairy. Apparently Khreiwesh could not find 
anybody in San Diego to marry him (because he already had a wife) but Thumairy agreed 
to perform the ceremony at the KFM. 


Gonzales was supposed to have interviewed Khrewiesh, but just as the interview 
was about to start he received a call from Hassan Abukar, who informed Gonzales that 
Abdullah was not going to take the polygraph that had been scheduled. Gonzales spoke 
with Abukar, who said that he was Abdullah’s “spiritual advisor” and he was advising 
him not to submit to a polygraph exam. As a consequence of this interruption, SA Al 
Vitkosky conducted the interview of Khreiwesh. 


SA ubsequently interviewed Abukar. According to Gonzales, 
Abukar stated that Abdullah had been trying to talk to him about something important 
_ prior to 9/11. Abukar and Abdullah had known each other for some time because Abukar 
_ had helped Abdullah with his immigration status by arranging for him to have papers to 
_ apply for asylum as a Somali refugee (as apparently Abukar did with others as well). 
` Abukar was Americanized and in his early 50s, and he did not appear to preach jihad. 
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Gonzales recalled that 

: during his interview, Abdullah commented that he knew about the Islamic Army of Aden 
-© but did not reveal how he knew that. It was Gonzales’ opinion that Abdullah mentioned 
this because he was trying to get the authorities back to the negotiating table (he was in 
the process of trying to work out a deal). 
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